' their Children, and their Eſtates ; ſo bring them up as they pleaſe. 


(1) 
A True and Perfect Relation of the New Invented W ay 


Perſecuting the Proteſtants in FRANCE. 


TOGETHER 
With the Manner, Time and Place, u hen and where it firſt begun to Act: Asalſo 
an Exact Account after what manner it is purſued contrary to the Priviledges 


granted to them by King Henry the 4th. Lewis the 1th. and this King now 


3 Ui. 


Y the Edidt of Naz, on the Sch general Article, and the ficft particular i 
of Conſcience, wichout Lett or Mole tation, is there — — Fo 
to all Proteſtants that were then, or ſhould be bereaſter; and by the 5 b genera! 
At is granted full Exerciſe of the Proteſtant Religion, and to ſeveral Noblemen 
Liberty to Preach in their houſes, and ro have Churches in their Burroughs. By the 
ih Article it is faid, That all the Proteſtants (ball enjuy all Olfices and Honcurs in all 
places of the King's Territories; and that they (hall be no more charged nor oppreſled 
with Impoſitions yur ode ern — the Cathohicks, and in order thereunto it is 
ſaid in the 30,31, and 57 Atts, that the Proteſtants (hall afſitt as ju lacs in the Purliamencs, & 
Chambers asDemy-parties; that is to ſay, balf Papift, ard hal Proteſtants to Judge, without 
Appeal,of all Differences that they might have wich their ſeflow-fubjefts. Lew the 13th 
confirmed it by bis Declaration of the 22th of Aſay 1610, This King bath alſo affured all 
Europe, by ſeveral Authentick Declarations, that be would maintain the Edict of Nas, 
1 os the dere of his Grandfather, who had made it an irrevocable Law, in regard 
of the fairhful Service they did tender to the Crown, having reftified an inviolable 
ty to bim in all his troubles, it is notorious to all the world, that they have freely {| 
their Lives and Fortunes to defend him, and have continued the fame for this King 
the Prince of Conde, and all hu Enemies. ing all that, the faid King bath ta- 
ken away all the Civil Offices from the Proceftants, by à Declaration of the 6th of Ne- 
vember 1679. and of the 23d of 1680, The 20th of November 1679. it is order- 
ed by a Declaration, That there ſhall be no Synod without the King's leave, and without 
a Papiſt Commiſſary. A 1679. The 13th day a Declaration forbidding them that are 
turned Papiſt ever to turn Proteftants again, PP Eſftares, and other 
Penalties. 1680. Jane 25, Another Declaration, forbidding Papiſts to turn Proceftancs 
1680. Age the 27:h Another Declaration forbidding Proteſtants to have any Concern 
in His Majefties Farms, or any other Offices. 1680, Nevemb. 18. The King bath Or. 
dered, that Accounts ſhould be given of the that bath been gathered in the Pro- 
teſta.rChurches,fince the year 1570.they not knowing his deſign. At the fame time another 
Declaration which faith, Thet any Proteftane 1hat will tern Papifh, ſhall net be compelled to 
pay an) Debe 1 during three years ; which is for ever ; nor ſball they bave any increaſe in their 
Taxes, 35680. Decemb. 2; Another Declaration which orders the Jultices to viſit the 
Sick and the aid Juſtices turn all the people our of ther houſes, and, Gay what they 
to the Sick, and fo report that be will die a Catbolick ; and if he dieth, they rake 
1681, April 12, A 
Gratification is publiſhed for them that will turn Papiſts, faying, They ſhall bave no Charge 
of Sami duer1 r 4) any Contribution, 1681, May 3. It is forbidden by un- 
otherDeclaration, to all Proteſt. Trades-men, to take any Apprentice Proteſtant nor Papiſt, 
1681, $. A Declaration that leave to all Children ſeven years old, to turn Pa- 
piſts againſt their Parencs will, 1681. fuly 4. An Order to proceed againſt the Miniſters, 
which did bot give a rig bt Expli jon to the King's Declatstion of the 14th of 44.9 laft. 
Several Colledges have been aboliſhed : and ir is not ſuttered to have any Schoolmaſtery, 
dot where there is Churches, and but one in every place. 1681, Jh 9. The King did 
order there ſhould be no more Academy at Sedan. 1680, Feb, 20, The Proteſtant Mid- 
wives are forbidden to make uſe any more of their Employments. 168r. Novemb. 4. 
A Declaration by which it is ordered, That whereas ſeveral Churches have been demo- 
liſhed, and ſeveral Miniſters of thoſe places have gone to other Churches ro Preach, His 
Majeſty, to leflen the number, bath declared, That Synods ſhould rot fend any ſuch Mi- 
niſters to Preach ; and that there ſhould be no more Miniſters n the Churches that te- 
main, than there was before the Laft — 1 
t 
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T Poiftters, the Chief City of Poiftes, ſeveral Prieſts and other Perſons were ap- 
pointed to go to ſeveral Proteſtants houſes ro offer them Corn and Money i they 
were willing to go to Maſs : ſome did accept of it, otheri did not ing to their 
they were paid, and ſo turned Papifts : this continued about 4 weeks ; they (er out 
Proclamations that foch People that would go to Maſs, might come to — — there 
they ſhould be very well entertained with . Several Feople did ſcorn proffers, 
others did lay bold of them; this laſted 3 more, and the People that imployed 
themſelves bout ſuch work, had a Crown for their pains, of as many Perſons as they got. 
In April theBiſhop of Poitiers took a Journey through all bisgDioceſs,and in every 
he went, cauſed all the people that were Proteſtants to come to him, relling them that 
the Kings intent was to have all his Subjects Papiſts, their beſt was to do it in time, and 
that he had order to give them money. I ſhall here mark the anſwer of a Co fellow, 
called Peter Fower of Kowvres,who laid, truly my Lord,when | go ro a marker to 
a Horſe, if I give Boot, it is becauſe I would have a beter than mine; therefore I think my 
Religion better than yours, becauſe you give money to Boot. However, many did take 
money and left their Religion; the aid Biſhop uſing many words and promiles to them, be- 
ſide the money be gave. About the Latter end of May the Intendant of that Province 
rook a Journey in moſt places where there were Proteſtants, He did ſend for the people, 
as the Biſhop had done before, bur was very barſh ro chem, ſaying, they muſt go ro Maſs, 


if they did not, their houſes ſhould be well furniſh'd with Souldiers : ſome did ſcorn his 


and threars,others did turn. At the beginning of Fave there went a Company of 

pers to a place called Mele ; they all Lodged at the Proteſtants houſes, and urrerly 
ruined them, cauſing the Inhabitants to find abundance of proviſions more than they need- 
ed, making great ſpoil with Dogs and Horſes and Money every ing, ſome 20,30, 40, 
Livres of their Landlord they had COIN -beds and ——- Linnen carried into ſtables ro lay 
their Horſes upon. Ar the time a roupers Hen 10 — 
called Exondin, afting the ſame ching: ſome changed, others abſented themſelves. Ar t 
ſame time they went to a place called Eſchire; the Lord of that place is Froteſtant, 
Monſieur De La Tait: They did proceed as in the places aforeſaid; the people did ſubmit 
a8 long as they had moneys in hopes it would not laft t being no more able to enter- 
tain them at foch Rates, ſon.c did forſake their others did turn ; then they 
took to Ride up and down in _ Village , thereabours , in ſewers! Protettant 
houſes acting the ſame. The Lord of Baiſrages gave a viſit to the Intendant, making 
complaints of the Souldiers misbehaviours; bis Anfwer was to bim, That his Burrough 
ſhould have a ſhare ; the ſaid Lord told him, none ſhould Lodge there without the King's 
ſpecial order j the Intendant obta ined the ſame, and withall, to rake him Priſoner, which 
was Executed and be was carried to Beardeanx in Chartean Tramperte, where be is , fill 
and the Souldiers did utrerly rume the Place ; then they went to Chernenx and St. Gallas, 
the Lords of them places are Papiſts, and there acted as before in Proteſtant bouſes only, 
They went alſo to St. Maxire to Villiers, to Afarſay, and tos place called Bonner, fix miles 
diſtant from Miert, drawing towards Low Poiftox ; there the People after great ſufferi 
fled into the Fields, and hid rhemſelves night and day ; the Soulkdiers having notice of it 
ſome Papiſt, hunted them poor People with „ miſuſed them, and brought them to 
the it houſes again z ſome did turn, others refiſted, In Jaly they went to St. Elemey to 
Panpros, to Sanſay, to Bagneas, and Cheney, there acting the ſame things. They were al. 
ſo at a conſiderable Town called Lg, there dealing as wickedly as in other places; 
then they came round about St. Marxaw, in all the | the Gates, act 
the ſame Cruelties, but went not into the Town. They went alſo at A and CG 
boxtowne, and other places which I name not here. Several Gentlemen were appointed 
to go to Paris, to acquaint the King of thoſe wicked proceedings, (the is of F's- 
n-urs and his Son, who bave been great ſufferers for ſpeaking the truth to the : the 
reſt of rhe Deputies were ſent to the Marquis of R:-vigey, not being admitted to (prak to 
the King.) The Governour of Poitten called the Det La V Vi u ordered to go in 
his Goyernment, and there to bear the Complaints of all them that were moleſted ; upon 
that the ſaid Proteſtants did rejoyce at the Governours Arrival. Several nes 
made to him, his Anſwer was, he could not believe there was fo much miſchief done, and 
that in few daies he would ſeeMon. Afarilac Lorendanc ; When they bad ſpoken together, 
the latendant did fend eight Souldiers where there was but four before, and ſo eſted, 
and asked if they had not good Juſtice of the Governour. 


In ui the Biſhop of Lacey gave the Governour a Viſit ; after that the Goveraour did 
lc od 


(3) | 


fend hisG uards, ſe ven, or eight at 4 time in a houſe dealing as wickedly wich the People in 
the Low Pelton an the Dragoons tad done in ocher place;this lſted abo  mendd. thin 


PT * che Bi of Laces had a Jubile, de imployed himielf to draw the to him A- 
| ter hat t — * nor Victuals in the 
| Houſes of the Prople that was retwroed ing the buſineſs over (the Souldicts 

| miſuſed them. and cauſed to turn ) the Souldier nothing to ſeed themiclves at 


the Houſes of them that did repair to the Chief U 
of the ſame, — — GEN their anſwer was, That as as there was any 
Moveables in cdeir Houſes, they ſhould have no other quarters, but fell is all 
their ſubliſtence: At a place called Champdenie,a Market ton, many Fatnilies did forl: 
their houſes, and carried away the beſt goods they bad, having norice the Souldiers wetfe 
to come there ; whereupon the Incendane did proclaim, Thar all the Inhabitants of that 
Province, that had abſented chemfelves for fear of lodging Souldiers, ſhould forthwith 
return to their houſes upon the Penalty of five bundred Livres; but very few did obey. 
la Aageft che Souldiers had to go where they pleated, except in the Ciries 3 
and had noorher Orders bat à Bill from che Priefts of every Pariſh; is which was written, | 
ſuch a man is an Hugoenor, and ſo there lodged at diſcretion, that did ooc-fion many La- | 


to acquaint them 


l 
\ 
I 
[ 


— bun fly, and ſeveral did forfake tber Corn is the Field which never was cut : 
down, but deſtroyed. They did rake ſome Peazants,and burnt their woolen Shooes, their f 
mY ſeer being therein. amr; Fe did ſuifer this, aud did not change bis Religion, The Of- 


ficers that are commirred for the Taxes, called Ele, went about in every Parith to rake 
a Liſt of what Proteſtants remained ; alſo an account of what means they bad, to the end 
and purpoſe, as | hall tell bereafier in the New Way of Fertecuting. 
In Sepr ember the Souldiers went to Parreney, and the neighbouring Places ; and becauſe 
the People began to run away at their coming, they went go more in the day, but is che 
night, and ſo did Catch the ia their bouſts, and keep them in tor ments until they 
or made their + In the fame month went 4 Company to a place called 
| Les Mwutey the Lord of it is called Cn Parabels, a Papilt they ſurprized the Prote- 
ſtants is their houſes ; that place was full of Religious . and that would 
ſooner have loſt their Eſtates, than their but it proved otherwiſe ; they ſtood 
3 but three daies, except twenty that abſented themſelves: They did alfa great Cruelties 


< at 


at Conlonge ; then the Souldiers took their March, where they bad been before to fee if 
were returned, and ſo continued their wickedneſs, which occafioned many to turn 
them that would not, did forſake the Kingdom. 

The Priefts all the Kingdom over, did forbid the People to buy any Goods of the Pro- 
teſtantiſo that if any was (old,it was by ing upon the Buyers a great Charge, 
ſaying, Theſe FP have no Religion, their are their Gods z to ave them 
will turn to us and the want o Money will them bete; bur if rhey have 1 
they will teturu into the Hereticks Country ; you that buy fuch Goods muſt 
be damned, and ſuſſer double pains, becauſe you arc a belp or inſtrument to convey thoſe 

from the true Faicb upon that all manner of Goods were cheap z/ but ſeveral of 
— — —— En be rates of 
=y eveiy place did allo forbid to bay aay thing of the Proteſtants upon great ies.From 
| Nie a great Town in the fd Province, ſeveral Gentlemes, Women, and Children hip- 
ped themſelves upon the River of Maran; the Magiſtrates of that place having notice of 
\* the (ame,Commanded ſome Souldiers to follow them, and they were taken ata place called 
J LaRov»ſcille, & plundered;they did undreſs the Women &Children,% ſoundGold id in their 
\ young Babes clours, and elſewhere amounting to confiderable Suma, and carried them back 
| at Wierr, the Men put in Priſon, the Women and Children at the Hoſpical Complaint 
| * being made to the latendant, he ordered, that if they would not turn, they ſhould remain 
. there until they had ſpent their mony ar the rate of fix pence per day for every Perſon, 
« at ſeveral places the Souldiers made people fit up night and day, without ſleeping, taking 
| by turn, drinking, and eating, making the People of the Houſe continually ro wait upon 


NO 


4. = them,and e the death of many. They have carried old People in ſheets to Church, & 
- there made them ſay that they icks,& if they recanted,to be banged,as 
( »% Apoſtates, They have bearen many ,& drawn about the ſtreets by the hair:lf A Papi owe th 


to aProteſtantMonies upon a petition, ſuppoſing the Proceftanc intends to withdraw himfe't, 

| >» the Papiſt (hall obtain daley at bis pleaſure, A very great Yolume might be made of their 

Crucltiet the People being thus perplexed, begun in July to draw towards Rochelle,to ſeek 

7 © tetreit into 2 the R gat Defender - 
A > ' 
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the Faith. Tht People were ſuffered at firſt to ſhip themſelves, with whatGoods the y had to 
carry;it laſted:ſo untilSeprember did hinder them to carry any tbing,rbeCuitomers 
were forbidden to clear any manner of Houſhold-Ruff; but the People were ſuffered to 
go in quiet, carried nothing, not ſo much as a Bed or Covering ; that lafted 
until rhe middle of . Then pd Lounge Tailer of — — 4 
_ in the Digne at Rochelle, with 200 P , prerending, to te his Ship, by res 

' of his Sh of them ; the Sbip was brougbt in the Hirbour, and a Meſſenger ſent to 
the 1 of Rocheſort, which did nothing in it, but faid he would write to Court; 
In the mean time a Merchant of Rochelle arreſted the Goods that were aboard, belonging 
Ao one Mr. Meſuire Frighter, to which be was indebred, but the ſaid Tailor hath fince been 
abſolutely cleared of his pretended Crime. 


f The New Way of Perſecution. 


E Officers for the Taxes called Ely, having informed the Intendant of every man's 

faculcy, he at his diſcrerion layeth Tue upon the Proteſtants; ſeveral that have not 
three hundred Livres per , arc Taxcd at 3 thoufind Livres; and the whole Taxes 
of a Town are joyntly and ſeyerally opon the Inbabiranrs, ſo that they may rake one 
man for the whole payment, and let hum recover it when he can, and that in regard of 
Proteſtants only. have impriſoned ſeveral Miniſters. 

They take review of all the proceſs that bath been made within this 25 years,and if they 
find any conſiderable, wherema Proteſtant hath had the beſt of ir, they recal it, and ſay, 
there was a miſtake, and that it muſt be Examined anew by the latendant, and fo caft 
the poor Proteſtant, unleſs be will turn Papiſt. dee forth by the Inten- 
dant of Rechefort , it was ſaid that no hips ſhevld undertake to rranſj of the 
Subjects, upon Penalty of 3050 Livres, and Officers ſer out to lay all the Frote 
ſtants that had left their houſes, calling them -and ſeveral hundred taken pri- 
ſoners, which after many ings have been let out ; but having their liberry, they did 
their endeavour to ſhip ves, which ſeveral have done ia the night. The ſecord of 
December there was aScorch ſhip that rook in about 100 i 


= 
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upon denial they did diſcharge 


to St. Martin inthe Iſle of Re. 


chat wer nar ener — 
them inEnglandthey have acted 
Alke 1 ha he — feng Genide rhePoples coming io poor into 
. no at 
rry;conſidering bow are perſecuted; the Trades men will foon ob wp ger tris ir. 
ing, but men that lived by their E that 
cannot bring them, and many that T 
them that are ruined, will be the Sufferers, 


them ſome iniployment, It is the of him 
veriry of that Government makes den, and fo 
for none to buy, and the Perſecution ſo violent, no 


th this Relbarion;for the ſe- 
with che Price Menaces 


cn bring any thing away. 
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